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PREFACE

Since 2009, annual field campaigns led a multidisciplinary
“CRC 806” team from Cologne and Aachen to the Wadi
Sabra, south of the Nabataean capital of Petra in the King-
dom of Jordan. At the Wadi Sabra, the team found long
sediment records, mostly consisting of fluvial and eolian
sands deposited between 50,000 and 15,000 years ago. The
same time frame covers the transition from the Middle
Palaeolithic to the Upper Palacolithic and the whole of the
Upper Palacolithic era. Modern man had reached the Mid-
dle East already much earlier, around 90,000 or 100,000
years ago, though permanent establishment of Homo sapiens
in the region occurred much later: The current state of re-
search suggests that Homo sapiens replaced their predeces-
sors, the Neanderthals, around 45,000—40,000 years ago
in the region. The anthropological replacement is supposed
to be connected with the rise of the Upper Palacolithic
technology, regionally represented by two stages: The first
one called the Initial Upper Palacolithic (IUP) and the sec-
ond one the Early Ahmarian — both cultural units now at-
tested to by the recent “CRC 806" excavations in the lower
Wadi Sabra. By contrast, the subsequent time window
(30,000-15,000 BP) is better represented than in its lower
section, in the upper section of the Wadi Sabra. The latter
includes sites attributed to the “Levantine Aurignacian” and
“Masraqan” (i.e. Late Ahmarian) and the Epipalacolithic
(Kebaran).

The present volume compiles all the excavation reports
from the first project phase (2009—-2013) thus focusing on
the descriptive presentation of all the excavation plans, sec-
tions, lithic assemblages, and faunal inventories. Comple-
mentary information about the geological setting, the
sedimentation history and its interpretation in terms of
climate history has already been published separately by
Manuel Bertrams.

We would particularly like to thank the Cologne editorial
team, Dr. Ursula Tegtmeier (text editing), Lutz Hermsdorf-
Knauth (image editing) and Hartwig H. Schluse (cover
design). The artefact drawings were provided by Irene
Steuer, except for those in Chapter VIII made by Anja
Riischmann. Ahmed Saadallah deserves thanks for translat-
ing the Summary into Arabic. English proof reading was
done by Karen Schneider and Dr. Wei Chu. Special thanks
go to Dr. Werner Schuck (head of the CRC 806 central of-
fice) for years of administering the project’s staff and
budget, all generously financed by the German Research
Foundation (DFG).

Cologne, August 2015 Jiirgen Richter

series editor
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XIV THE UPPER PALAEOLITHIC SEQUENCE OF THE PETRA AREA
AND THE UPPER PALAEOLITHIC OF THE LEVANT

Daniel Schyle

Fieldwork in the area around Petra has revealed a good
number of Upper Palaeolithic (UP) and Epipalaeolithic
(EP) as well as Early Neolithic (EN) sites (SCHYLE & UERP-
MANN 1988; SCHYLE & GEBEL 1997; GEBEL 1988;
BERTRAMS et al. 2012) since 1983. Taken as a whole, the
share of UP sites is quite elevated if compared to other bet-
ter known areas of the Near East. Only the Wadi Hasa
probably has a comparable share of UP sites. However, that
region has been surveyed much more intensively and in-
corporates a much larger area within a marginal Mediter-
ranean environment of limestone bedrock, including many
caves and rockshelters (MACDONALD et al. 1980; 1982;
1983; COINMAN 2000a; 2000b; 2003). The Wadi Sabra
area in comparison is much smaller and located in an area
which, apart from the even more marginal Mediterranean
environment, also includes at least sizeable patches of step-
pic and desert environmental zones and is predominantly
located on sandstone bedrocks, which do not favour the
preservation of caves and only rarely present shallow rock-
shelter situations.

As a result, most of the sites are open air occurrences,
including only three rockshelter situations: The one that
was already found very early in the Wadi Mdamagh (Late
UP/Early EP — KIRKBRIDE 1958), Taibeh (Final UP) and
Sabra 1 (Middle?/Late EP to EN). The pre-LGM UP sites
are exclusively open air sites and include Initial Upper
Palaeolithic (IUP: Al-Ansab 2), Early Ahmarian (Al-Ansab
1) and Levantine Aurignacian (Sabra 2010/6, Sabra 4-Palm
View 1 and 3, Mdamagh) assemblages. While the IUP has
only been found in secondary position so far, the Early
Ahmarian is represented at least once (Al-Ansab 1) as an i
situ occurrence. Aurignacian assemblages occur twice (Sabra
2010/6, Sabra 4-Palm View 1), both however in secondary
positions. Well represented is the Late UP (= “Final Levan-
tine Aurignacian” in Sabra 4-Palm View 3, Mdamagh and
Sabra 2010/10; Masraqan at Taibeh), all of them in in sizu
positions, but probably present as well at another i situ lo-
cation (Sabra 3-North). The site was located during our
survey and is not yet unambiguously classified due to the
lack of characteristic tools among the pieces collected from
the surface. Technologically, the latter may belong either to

the Late UP (“Final Aurignacian”), the Late Ahmarian/
Masragan or, less probably, to the Early EP.

XIV.1 THE INITIAL UPPER PALAEOLITHIC AT
AL-ANSAB 2

Scanty isolated Middle Palacolithic (MP) artefacts were
found exclusively on the surface, but at a few places on top
of the Late Pleistocene deposits. While this would suggest
a beginning of sediment aggradation already during the
MP, it has to be confirmed yet.

Many artefacts of IUP-technology (hard hammer
struck, pointed blades with large, plain platforms) were no-
ticed for the first time in 2010 on the surface of the eastern
slope of the wadi deposits at al-Ansab, probably brought
to the surface by the heavy rains in the winter of 2009/
2010. Although we tried to follow the artefacts further in-
side the sediments at several locations where they seemed
to be still embedded, we did not find their origin, but al-
ways ended up with only a few artefacts washed down and
resting on sterile sediments.

However, on one of these locations (Al-Ansab 2; see
chapter I), at least the number of artefacts recovered was
quite considerable. Originally, only very few artefacts seemed
to crop out beneath a small dry shrub on a very steep slope
a few metres further northeast from Al-Ansab 1 and at an
absolute height slightly above the Ahmarian iz sizu layer.
When we tried to follow these artefacts, they slowly devel-
oped to a densely packed “pocket” of many artefacts, almost
without sediment between them but covered by loose and
sandy recent slopewash, continuously trickling down during
recovery from the steep slope further above. The distribution
of artefacts was sharply limited to an area of not more than
a 1/4 m?. Although the “excavation” was hampered by the
sand continuously sliding from above, it could be definitely
confirmed that the spread of artefacts did not reach further
into the section.

The artefacts recovered include almost exclusively debitage
and there is only a single tool, a burin on truncation. The
debitage however is very different from that at Al-Ansab 1:
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The platforms are very large and exclusively plain, suggest-
ing a very simple direct hard hammer production without
much preparation. The cores were struck from a single di-
rection and include volumetric and rather flat cores as well.
The latter however also seem to have been exploited volu-
metrically but just represent exhausted specimens. This
particular technological feature was found in Jordan at the
site of Tor Sadaf (layer B) in the Wadi al-Hasa, sandwiched
between a “classic” Transitional or IUP assemblage with
facetted platforms of Boker Tachtit type (layer A) and an
Early Ahmarian assemblage on top (layer C — COINMAN
& Fox 2000; Fox 2003). At Tor Sadaf, the points/pointed
blades with large plain platforms are however associated to
(less numerous) similar blanks with facetted platforms. A
second site was excavated further south in the Gebel
Qalkha area at Wadi Aghar (J433 — COINMAN & HENRY
1995). Recently, however, similar artefacts (simple unidi-
rectional hard hammer struck wide pointed blades or
points) were reported from the Wadi Surdud (Yemen) in
the South-West of the Arabian Peninsula (DELAGNES et al.
2012), OSL-dated to roughly 55 ka. While however the
simple unidirectional direct hard hammer pointed blade
reduction sequence is most frequently used on flint exclu-
sively at Tor Sadaf, Al-Ansab 2 and Wadi Aghar J433, it is
one of several different reduction strategies used on a vari-
ety of non-flint raw materials at Wadi Surdud, including
at least two different Levallois strategies.

While we thus have some evidence for a third occur-
rence of the so far rare Tor Sadaf B-type industry at
Al-Ansab 2, we have not yet been successful in finding it
in a primary context. Thus its classification is not unequiv-
ocal — hard hammer production of large blades with ex-
clusively plain platforms also might occur in later periods
and its secondary position at an absolute height above the
Early Ahmarian occupation layer still needs explanation.

XIV.2 THE EARLY UPPER PALAEOLITHIC SITES
XIV.2.1 EUP site Al-Ansab 1

The finds from Al-Ansab 1 (see chapter VI) represent a con-
vincing example of an Early Ahmarian assemblage as found
at several sites in the Wadi al-Hasa (Tor Sadaf C — COIN-
MAN & Fox 2000; Fox 2003), Thalab al-Buhayra, Ain al-
Buhayra, Multaga al-Widyan (COINMAN 2003) and in the
Ras en-Nagb area (Tor Fawaz, Gebel Humeima — COIN-
MAN & HENRY 1995) within Jordan and at numerous sites
west of the Jordan Valley from Sinai (Abu Noshra -1V,
Qadesh Barnea, Gebel Lagama — GILEAD 1981; PHILLIPS
1987a; BAR-YOSEF & PHILLIPS 1977) and the Negev (Niz-
zana XIII — DAVIDZON & GORING-MORRIS 2003), Boker
A and C (JONES et al. 1983) in the south until Lebanon

(Ksar Akil — BERGMAN 1987; WILLIAMS & BERGMAN 2011;
AZOURY 1986) in the north of the Levant.

Technologically, the Al-Ansab 1 assemblage perfectly
matches the assemblages from Nizzana XIII (DAVIDZON &
GORING-MORRIS 2003) and Boger A (MONIGAL 2003). A
single reduction strategy detaches elongated thin pointed
blade[let]s by a direct soft (stone?) hammer from narrow
fronted single-platform cores. Initial core preparation by
cresting is rare, but platforms are rejuvenated by core
tablets rather often, resulting in a wide but continuous
range from rather long blades extending to rather short
bladelets, which in most cases have to be retouched only
marginally to receive the typical Ahmarian “variously re-
touched pointed blade[let]s” also known as “El-Wad
points”. Endscrapers and burins are often made on rather
thick primary and core trimming elements. The latter in
rare cases grade into a very few carinated burins.

At present, Al-Ansab 1 is the one and only representa-
tive of the EUP in the Wadi Sabra. While radiocarbon
samples were retrieved, they were found to be not optimal
for dating. The attempts to obtain dating by OSL samples
proved to be ambiguous: All samples, even those from a
stratigraphic position 2 m below the occupation level gave
very imprecise dates approximately around 30 ka (KLASEN
etal. 2013). While these dates might be taken as very gen-
eral evidence for the MIS 3 age of the sediments, their low
precision does not allow a discussion about the position of
the Al-Ansab 2 assemblage within the general time range
assumed so far for the Southern Ahmarian.

XIV.2.2 EUP sites in Jordan

Although UP research in Jordan is still at an initial stage,
the number of Southern Ahmarian assemblages in Jordan
is already considerable (COINMAN 1998). The location of
sites as a whole however is clustered and does not give a
representative distribution, but merely reflects those few
small areas surveyed particularly for (Upper) Palaeolithic
finds (Fig. XIV-1).

One of these UP site clusters is located in Southern Jor-
dan in the Gebel Qalkha area, a focus of Palaeolithic re-
search during the 1990s undertaken by the team around
D.O. Henry and N. Coinman. The Gebel Qalkha sites at-
tributed to the Southern Ahmarian are represented by Tor
Hamar (J431), levels F—G, Tor Aeid (J432) and Gebel
Humeima (J412) (COINMAN & HENRY 1995). All these
assemblages were excavated in small soundings at shallow
rockshelters in sandstone bedrock; none of them were ra-
diometrically dated. The tool assemblages are similarly
small as those from the Wadi Sabra but from the descrip-
tions given by Coinman, they repeat qualitatively more or
less our observations relating to Al-Ansab 1. She even re-
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ports the same large “core like burins” and emphasises the
obverse semi-steep to steep retouch on the EI-Wad points
as being different from those of the sites in Negev and
Sinai. Though there are minor quantitative differences on
the level of tool classes and debitage categories, these may
be caused by different classification systems or differences
in site function.

Another cluster of Southern Ahmarian sites has been
reported from the Wadi al-Hasa. It includes excavated as-
semblages from the upper level C at Tor Sadaf and from the

open air site of Thalab al-Buhayra (EHLPP2) as well as sev-
eral additional, only preliminarily investigated (Multaqa al-
Widyan = WHNBS 195, WHNBS 195, WHNBS 68) or
surface collected and tested sites (Ain al-Buhayra North =
WHS 618, WHS 623X, EHLPP1 — COINMAN 2003).
Among these, the assemblages from Tor Sadaf C and
EHLPP1, while radiometrically undated, are thought to rep-
resent the earlier assemblages, whereas two different areas at
Thalab al-Buhayra each have a single radiocarbon date of
29,900 + 293 and 30,746 + 341 calBPyy,, representing the

363
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latest dates obtained so far for the Southern Ahmarian in
Jordan. Coinman’s general description of technology and ty-
pology again repeats the well-known pattern already sum-
marised above. Further to the north of Jordan, the frequency
of Ahmarian sites decreases sharply in number and quality
of information. So far, extensive surveys in the Azraq basin
(GARRARD 1984; 1985; 1998; GARRARD et al. 1986; CLARK
et al. 1987), as well as in the Wadi al-Hammeh (EDWARDS
1984; EDWARDS et al. 1988; 1990; 1994), have preliminarily
reported only what appears to be later and final Upper Palae-
olithic (Aurignacian or Late Ahmarian/Masraqan) sites (see

below).

XIV.2.3 EUP sites of the arid South-Western Levant

To the west, where Palaeolithic research has a longer history,
the distribution of sites, particularly within the desertic areas
in the south is similarly patchy and clustered according to
surveyed areas as it is in Jordan. The best known Southern
Ahmarian sites are those found in Negev and Sinai that were
extensively published during the 1980s and later.

The sites of Abu Noshra, excavated by J.L. Phillips in
the Wadi Feiran, are located quite isolated in the south of
Sinai. A final publication of these sites was not available
when this was being written. However, several preliminary
reports and some publications about single aspects of the
sites provide information in general (PHILLIPS 1987a;
1987b; 1988; 1994; PHILLIPS & GLADFEITER 1989; Saca
2002; BECKER 2003). From a larger number of sites discov-
ered during surveys in the late 1980s, three sites were the
subject of larger excavations: Abu Noshra (AN) I, II and
VI. All three are small, but exceptionally well preserved in
situ open air sites, located at the edge of a palaco-marsh se-
quence in the Wadi Sheikh, a tributary of the Wadi Feiran.
A series of rather confusing radiocarbon dates has been pub-
lished so far, which places all sites roughly between 53,084
+ 4269 and 34,023 + 1427 calBPyy,, . Additional “very
early” dates (J.L. Phillips, pers. comm. in 2012) still remain
to be published. All sites however were occupied during a
very restricted timespan at some time within this wide
range. The lithics, although not yet published in detail, fit
well into the Southern Ahmarian parameters, notwith-
standing differing views about the definition of El-Wad
points, to which I.N. Saca like I. Gilead and others only
count pointed bladel[let]s with fine retouch, while the others
are classified as “backed points”. Extensive refitting and
usewear analysis carried out at these sites will enrich our
knowledge widely when finally published.

Another cluster of Early Upper Palaeolithic sites is
known from the border between Sinai and the Negev, in
the Wadi Qudeirat, where numerous sites have been re-
ported, some of which were subject to detailed analysis

(Qadesh Barnea [QB] 601A-B, 602, 9A-C, 501 — GILEAD
1981; Saca 2002). Four of the sites (QB 501, 601 and
Qseimeh I and II) were each dated by single radiocarbon
dates (on ostrich eggshells) to 39,429+ 1053, 38,750 +
1617, 36,971 + 1119 and 34,733 + 370 calBPyy,, respec-
tively (GILEAD 1981; Saca 2002). All are located close to
raw material sources and springs. While direct soft hammer
blade production is reported to be the most common re-
duction method, the reduction sequences have not been de-
scribed in detail. Among those assemblages analysed, single-
platform cores are the most numerous and typologically, the
assemblages are dominated by backed and retouched blades
and EI-Wad points. There is a single assemblage of this series
(from QB 602), which stands beside those assemblages in
discussion so far, as it displays a higher amount of opposed
platform cores and flakes as well as higher frequencies of
endscrapers and burins and lower percentages of retouched
and backed bladel[let]s, while the blade[let]s are significantly
thicker and squatter than at the other sites. Following the
description by Gilead, blade bulbs tend to be larger, perhaps
indicating a different (hard hammer?) blade reduction strat-
egy at this site. Stratigraphically, QB 602 is believed to be
the latest of the UP assemblages at Qadesh Barnea and it is
also the only exclusively surface collected assemblage. As a
result, the industrial affiliation (Non-Ahmarian and Non-
Aurignacian) of this assemblage has remained unclear until
today. In general, the sites of Qseimeh I-11I, a few kilometres
downstream from Qadesh Barnea along the shore of a palae-
olake (SAcaA 2002) show the same features as the Southern
Ahmarian sites at Qadesh Barnea.

The next cluster of sites is found at Gebel Lagama in
Northern Sinai, where a joint American-Israeli team recov-
ered in addition to Epipalacolithic and Neolithic sites also
numerous EUP sites, three of which (Lagama VII, XV, XVI)
were partially embedded, the others partially or completely
deflated (BAR-YOSEF & PHILLIPS 1977; GILEAD 1981). Most
of the sites are W-E aligned along the southern flanks of
Gebel Lagama. Ostrich eggshells from some of the sites were
radiocarbon dated (all, however, with extremely wide stan-
dard deviations) to 36,884 + 3562, 34,187 + 2933 (LVII)
and t0 35,929 + 2374 calBPyy, (LVII).

According to GILEAD (1981), these assemblages are in
general similar in most aspects to those in the Qadesh
Barnea area, but it was possible to separate a smaller group
of two assemblages with comparatively large blade[let]s and
a higher percentage of cores from a larger group of assem-
blages with comparatively small blade[let]s and lower core
percentages. While the former were interpreted as “spe-
cialised” primary core reduction places, the latter were seen
as more general “base camps” in the sense that a wider range
of activities was carried out. All assemblages were included
under the label “Lagaman”, because the size of the
blade(let]s is smaller on the average than at the Early
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Ahmarian sites of the Negev. At the same time, this differ-
ence however was attributed to the local raw material in
Gebel Lagama, Jurassic chert, which occurred in compara-
tively smaller chunks than the Cretaceous flint available in
the Negev. Consequently, the Lagaman is understood as a
local facies of the Southern Ahmarian.

The last site cluster in the southern Levant to be re-
viewed is represented by the sites in the arid Negev, which
were the first to be surveyed systematically after WWII in
the late 60s and early 70s of the last century. By adding
fresh evidence recovered by contemporaneous methods
used at new, formerly unknown sites it opened a new chap-
ter in the discussion of the Levantine UP (MARKS 1976a;
1977; 1983a). The most prominent sites of the Negev area
are Boker Tachtit (IUP) and the site complex of Boker
(Southern Ahmarian and other assemblages), both in situ
preserved, systematically excavated and published in detail
unusually early after excavation. Less well-known but not
less discussed, are a number of other later UP sites of the
area to be considered further down. Here, I will concentrate
on the two in situ Southern Ahmarian assemblages which
have been excavated extensively, Boker A and Boker BE
(JONES et al. 1983).

Boker A, dated by a single (conventional) finite radio-
carbon date on charcoal to 41,760 + 2618 calBPyy, rep-
resents the “type site” for the Southern Ahmarian, not only
because it was the first site excavated and labelled as such,
but also because it was the first of all Southern Ahmarian
sites subjected to detailed analysis, including refitting and
a thorough description of the reduction sequence (MONI-
GAL 2003). The Southern Ahmarian technological param-
eters worked out at Boker A, later confirmed and enriched
by the refittings at Nahal Nizzana XIII (DAVIDZON & GOR-
ING-MORRIS 2003) exactly match those of Al-Ansab 2,
without any restriction.

Boker BE, although published in detail, has not been
the subject of refittings or lithic reduction sequence studies
so far. In her synthesis about the Ahmarian technology at
Boker A, K. Monigal does not refer to the assemblages of
this site, which according to a series of (conventional) ra-
diocarbon dates (Level II: 29,437 + 635 and 31,544 + 515,
Level I1I: 30,980 + 327, 31,310 + 490 and 32,078 + 1205
calBPyy,;,,) should be about 10 ka later than Boker A. How-
ever, most of the technological parameters are very similar
to Boker A, in spite of some typological additions such as
Ksar Akil endscrapers and double truncated blades, which
relate Boker BE to the assemblage from the Jordanian site
of Thalab al-Buhayra (COINMAN 2002), and, by the way,
to a surface collected assemblage from the Palmyra region
in Syria (“site 50” — FUlIMOTO 1978; 1979) as well as (at
least concerning the truncated blades) to the “Skiftian” as-
semblages from the basal layers 8—10 of rockshelter III at
Yabroud (RUST 1950). At Ksar Akil, however, these dentic-

ulated endscrapers have their peak well above the “classic
Aurignacian” in Ewing’s levels IV and V (COPELAND 1982;
WILLIAMS & BERGMAN 2011)!

XIV.2.4 EUP sites in the core Mediterranean area

Things become less clear, when we look for Southern Ah-
marian assemblages in sites further to the north. Most of
them derive from ancient pre-war excavations with all the
inherent problems.

Trouble starts with the site that gave the name to the
Ahmarian, the cave of Erq el-Ahmar in the Judean desert.
Excavated by René Neuville during the 1920s, the finds
were published only after WWIIin 1951 (NEUVILLE 1951).
Neuville does not give numbers in his description of the
finds, but reports five UP layers (F—B) within a sediment
thickness of 2.5 m at maximum, above a MP sequence.
While the figured specimens for the lowermost UP level F
include mainly pointed retouched blades and two burins,
those from layer E include some El-Wad points as well as
many endscrapers on flakes and even three Levallois-flakes.
Recently, Saca (2002) described what remained until today
from Neuville’s Erq el-Ahmar collection in the Palestine Na-
tional Museum in Jerusalem. Unfortunately, the number of
pieces remaining from the whole UP sequence at Erq el-
Ahmar amounts to only 148 tools and 424 pieces of deb-
itage, of which only 29 were labelled according to level (all
from level D). They are of general UP appearance but since
most of them cannot be assigned to specific levels, a final
classification of the finds was not possible anymore. A re-
cent attempt to continue the excavation at Erq el-Ahmar
provided unexpected and somewhat disappointing results
(Saca 2002; PHILLIPS & SACA 2002). On the one hand, it
turned out that there was not much untouched sediment
left in the cave. Even the small 4 by 4 m large and 1.8 m
deep test trench at the extreme north of the cave largely
touched disturbed sediments. On the other hand, the finds
recovered were all of Late Middle Palaeolithic origin, with
squat triangular Levallois points of the Tabun B type. After
all this, even the sheer presence of a Southern Ahmarian as-
semblage at Erq el-Ahmar is hardly to be confirmed unam-
biguously by the preserved evidence.

The first excavation by G. Turville-Petre at Kebara
started 1932 with a large trench (ca. 300 m?) affecting most
parts of the cave and removing almost all the post-Middle
Palacolithic deposits (GARROD 1954). At this time, sieving
or flotation was not practised and only small, non-repre-
sentative samples of the unretouched debitage were kept.
The finds kept were divided and distributed among the
funding parties, so this enormous amount of material is lost
today for systematic analysis. Due to the sharing of finds,
only about one third were published later after WWII by
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D. Garrod — as usual at that time without precise numbers
and presented in very large stratigraphic units. However, ex-
cavations at Kebara were continued after WWII by M.
Stekelis during the 1950s and 60s within the preserved parts
of the cave (SCHICK & STEKELIS 1977), which also included
restricted remains of the UP deposits. The finds from these
deposits were analysed and published partially (ZIFFER
1978), but D. Ziffer mainly concentrated on the typology
of the artefacts. However, he already noticed the more “typ-
ical” Aurignacian appearance of the upper layer D and the
more “blady” and “less carinated” appearance of the lower
layer E. Nevertheless, both were attributed to the different
Aurignacian phases at Ksar Akil (Kebara E = “Levantine Au-
rignacian B” = Ksar Akil level X/stage 4 and Kebara D =
Levantine Aurignacian C =~ Ksar Akil stage 5).

The era of contemporary excavation methods started at
Kebara with the work done from 1982 to 1990 by O. Bar-
Yosef and B. Vandermeersch (MEIGNEN & VANDERMEERSCH
1985; MEIGNEN & BAR-YOSEF 1988; BAR-YOSEF et al.
1996; BAR-YOSEF & MEIGNEN 2007; REBOLLO et al. 2011).
Apart from the extensively dug Middle Palaeolithic deposits,
including a Neanderthal burial, they also touched the re-
maining UP deposits on a restricted surface. This excavation
also provided an extensive series of recently published AMS-
dates (for the dating details see below). The UP finds from
the recent excavations have been analysed by WILLIAMS
(2003). While his results confirm those of Ziffer in a certain
way, he separates the lower units IV-III (= Kebara E) as be-
longing to the “Leptolithic lineage” (= Ahmarian!) with a
single opposed platform blade core reduction strategy from
the flake oriented upper units II-I (= Kebara D) with mul-
tiple reduction strategies (= Levantine Aurignacian) being
similar to Hayonim D and Ksar Akil stage 5.

While the lower UP levels of Kebara thus are considered
to be similarly “blady” as the Southern Ahmarian, it is worth
noting that the principal, single core reduction strategy de-
scribed from the site mainly involves opposed double plat-
form cores. This is a difference compared to most of the bet-
ter known “leptolithic” Southern Ahmarian assemblages,
where unidirectional single-platform cores prevail by far.
Consequently, WILLIAMS (2003) proposed to see Kebara
III-1V as belonging either to a very Early Ahmarian or as a
“Northern facies” of the more general “Leprolithic lineage”.
So Kebara III-IV seems to be more closely related to the
Ksar Akil stage 2 assemblages and the EUP levels from
Ugagrzli Cave than to the Southern Ahmarian.

The next potentially EUP site further to the north is
the cave of Qafzeh, which has a similar research history as
Erq el-Ahmar and Kebara. First excavated in 1934 by
Neuville and only very preliminarily published, it became
the subject of extensive excavations again by Bar-Yosef and
Vandermeersch from 1965 until 1979. However, the UP
finds were somewhat outshined by the human remains

from the MP levels, which later were found to be the oldest
modern humans out of Africa. Recently however, the few
UP finds that were found during the recent excavations
have been analysed on the basis of notes and drawings and
a series of AMS-dates on charcoal from a cleaning of the
old sections that were published (BAR-YOSEF & BELEER-
COHEN 2004). While the industry from Neuville’s layer D
(= layers 7-9 of the recent excavations) is characterised by
twisted blade[let] production from carinated burins, the
technological features of the lower layer E (= layers 10-11
of the recent excavations) include predominantly straight,
rather robust blades, often with facetted platforms, struck
from mainly opposed platform cores. Typologically, the
lower layer E/11-10 displays a series of large marginally
retouched to almost backed pointed blades (“El-Wad
points”), some simple endscrapers and burins, while layer
D/9-7 includes smaller and more delicately twisted
bladelets, some of them with marginal inverse retouch.
While Bar-Yosef and Belfer-Cohen refer to layer E/10-11
as Ahmarian, they also emphasise the differences of layer
D/9-7 to the Levantine Aurignacian of Hayonim D and
Kebara II-1, without giving a clear statement of its affilia-
tion. From their descriptions and drawings however, the
layer E/11-10 material might be well affiliated technolog-
ically with Ksar Akil stage 2, although backed pieces and
“pointes A face plane” are obviously missing, while the
twisted debitage and carinated pieces of layer D/9-7 re-
mind one of the Ksar Akil stage 3 assemblages. However,
the radiocarbon dates, while stratigraphically almost con-
sistent, do not support this interpretation unequivocally.
While eight samples from layer D/9-8 range around
31.5-33.5 ka calBPyy,,, and are thus close to the dates for
Ksar Akil stage 4, two dates of 33—35 ka calBPyy, for sam-
ples from layer E/11 are definitely much later than the
dates for the techno-typologically most similar assemblages
from stage 2 at Ksar Akil. A final conclusion is however
hampered by the chaotic and accidental preservation of the
finds from the old excavations and the small size of artefact
samples from the recent ones.

Similarly ambiguous, although radiocarbon dated as
well to between roughly 37.5 and 35 ka calBPyy,, are the
few “EUP” artefacts from a recent re-excavation at Raqefet
cave, published as “indeterminate EUP” (LENGYEL et al.
2006; LENGYEL 2007). As far as some information can be
deduced from this very small sample of artefacts, it seems
to be dominated by unidirectional single-platform
blade[let] cores and thus might resemble the Southern
Ahmarian sites or Ksar Akil stage 4, but not stage 2.

North of Qafzeh, the next sites with Early UP finds are
found in the Nahr Antelias at Antelias Cave (COPELAND
1970; COPELAND & HOURS 1971) and, particularly, in the
rockshelter of Ksar Akil (AZOURY 1986; BERGMAN 1987;
OHNUMA 1988a). The latter probably is the most impor-
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tant Levantine UP site, including the longest UP sequence
of the Levant. But it is important to note that even this
long sequence is not complete; the so-called “stony com-
plex” layers, periods of local rock fall, indicate at least three
breaks, the first between levels I-1II (Epipalaeolithic) and
IV (Final UP), perhaps indicating the climatic extreme of
the LGM. A second break occurs in level XIV, separating
the Early UP below from the later UP above and the third
one occurs between the final Mousterian and the Initial
UP (WILLIAMS & BERGMAN 2011).

Ksar Akil has a long research history: Excavated by
American Jesuits in only two seasons, one of them imme-
diately before, the other after WWII, the material re-
mained basically unstudied for a long time, but played a
most important role in the ongoing discussion about the
transition from the Middle to the Upper Palaeolithic. The
first detailed analysis of the lower UP levels was finished
by I. Azoury as late as in 1970, but published only in 1986,
followed by Bergman’s analysis of the later UP levels in
1987. A new excavation was started by J. Tixier in the late
1960s, but was ended abruptly by the outbreak of the
Lebanese civil war in 1975 (TIXIER 1970; 1974; TIXIER &
IN1ZAN 1981; MELLARS & TIXIER 1989). His excavations
succeeded to follow the stratigraphy until approximately
layer XI of the old excavation. The results of Tixier’s exca-
vation were never finally published, because the finds and
the documentation were apparently lost during the civil
war and information is restricted to two rather detailed
preliminary reports and a publication of a first series of
AMS-dates. Recently, a second series of AMS-dates on
shells from the old Jesuits’ excavation was published
(DoukA et al. 2013), extending the absolute chronology
of the site down to the end of the MP in layer XXVIII.

According to the most recent synthesis, combining the
results of Bergman’s analysis of the 1937 season and
Williams™ more recent work on the finds from the 1948
season, the UP sequence was divided into seven phases,
each represented by at least one — but in most cases by sev-
eral — single layers of the old excavations (WILLIAMS &
BERGMAN 2011).

While there is presently no doubt about the first tran-
sitional or initial Upper Palaeolithic phase 1 at Ksar Akil
(AZOURY 1986; OHNUMA 1988a), later also identified at
Boker Tachtit (MARKS & KAUFMAN 1983; VOLKMAN
1983), Jerf al-Ajla (JULIG et al. 1999), Tor Sadaf (COINMAN
& Fox 2000; Fox 2003) and Ugagizli (KUHN et al. 2009),
the character of phase 2 (including levels XIX-XV) is
somewhat less clear.

When the Southern Ahmarian was first described
(GILEAD 1981; MARKS 1981), the Ksar Akil sequence was
still unpublished and only superficially known from some
very general publications (EWING 1947; 1949; BESANCON
et al. 1975). At that time, Ewing’s layers XX-XIV were

classified as “UD, phase 2”7 and separated into a lower phase
2a (XX-XVIII), still containing many Levallois blades and
a later phase 2b (XVII-XVI) almost without Levallois el-
ements, but with many true UP blades with small butts
and many blade tools, including points with marginal,
steep and invasive retouch. The Levantine Aurignacian was
believed to already start within the following levels XIII-XI
(Levantine Aurignacian A) and to continue through levels
X—VII (Levantine Aurignacian B) until levels VII-V (Lev-
antine Aurignacian C), characterised mainly by the appear-
ance of carinated pieces, marginally retouched and some-
times twisted (“El-Wad”) points and Dufour bladelets in
varying proportions changing throughout the stratigraphy
(BESANCON et al. 1975).

'This and the few early radiocarbon dates for the southern
sites were the reason why Gilead and Marks affiliated their
Southern Ahmarian, typologically characterised by many
blade tools and points, originally with Ksar Akil phase 2b.
This affiliation is still in use by most researchers to now, and
was only recently modified. Bergman and later Williams
(BERGMAN 1987; WILLIAMS 2003) pointed out that the
northern Early Upper Palaeolithic assemblages from stage
2b at Ksar Akil and levels B-E at Ugagrzli, while being sim-
ilar to the Southern Ahmarian in a very general sense em-
phasising their “blady” appearance, display some important
differences in detail: First of all, the phase 2b blades are
thicker and more robust than in the Southern Ahmarian,
probably because they were detached differently from differ-
ent cores (OHNUMA 1988a). Both the Ksar Akil stage 2b
and the Ugagrzli TUP assemblages have a significant amount
of parallel-sided, opposed platform cores that seem to only
occasionally occur in the Southern Ahmarian assemblages.
However, as long as there is no detailed analysis of the re-
duction sequence of these two Northern assemblages, this
remains an observation that still has to be quantified. A first
step towards quantification was recently made by KADOWAKI
et al. (2015), essentially confirming our observations. But
differences in detail also can be found in the tool assem-
blages. Apart from quantitative differences on the tool class
level (the Northern assemblages have less points and more
“outils communs” than the Southern Ahmarian) there are
also qualitative differences within one tool class. At Ksar Akil
phase 2b and Ugagzli levels B-E a point type made on thick
robust blades and shaped by flat invasive retouch (“pointes
a face plane” according to AZOURY 1986) occurs quite fre-
quently and has not been found so far within one of the
Southern Ahmarian assemblages. In fact it was Bergman,
who stated already in 1987 that the later UP stage 4 assem-
blages from Ksar Akil (levels X-IX; the former Levantine
Aurignacian B!) technologically were the most similar to the
Southern Ahmarian, separated from the Early UP layers of
phase 2 by the former “Aurignacian A” from levels XIII-XI.
The phase 3 assemblages display indeed some Aurignacian
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characteristics: Though bladel[let]s outnumber flakes, this
is the first time that twisted debitage occurs together with
carinated burins, the latter representing one part of the
cores from which the twisted debitage was struck. In this
level, the thick “pointes a face planes” with invasive retouch
do not appear anymore; the points are retouched by mar-
ginal to semi-steep or steep retouch, but they are made ex-
clusively on thin twisted blade[let]s (BERGMAN 1987;
WILLIAMS & BERGMAN 2011). Assemblages of this particu-
lar appearance were not known elsewhere in the Levant in
1987. On the contrary, the following assemblages from stage
4 (levels X~IX, the former Levantine Aurignacian B) are
characterised by straight and curved blades from single-plat-
form cores. The points are retouched in the same way as in
stage 3, but here they are made on thin straight and curved
blade[let]s as in the Southern Ahmarian.

The peculiar characteristics of the stage 2 assemblages
were already noticed elsewhere; as a result, the assemblages
from Ksar Akil stage 2 and Ugagizli B-E have often been
labelled as “Northern Ahmarian” (WILLIAMS 2003) to
stress these differences in detail as a regional phenomenon.
However, if Ksar Akil stage 4 is accepted as being of
“Southern Ahmarian” affinities, the differences also could

indicate a chronological difference.

XIv.3 THE WADI SABRA AND THE LATER
UPPER PALAEOLITHIC OF THE LEVANT

In the first assessment of Sabra 4 in 1983 (SCHYLE & UERP-
MANN 1988), the site was already tentatively affiliated to the
Levantine Aurignacian, but this was based on only a very
small series of unsystematically collected artefacts and in the
best sense of the word “preliminary”. At that time, not many
other UP sites were known from Jordan and none had been
excavated on a larger scale. During the following years how-
ever, the number of Jordanian UP sites augmented rapidly
— they were found and excavated in the Wadi al-Hasa
(COINMAN 1998) and in the Ras en-Nagb basin in Southern
Jordan (COINMAN & HENRY 1995) and all assemblages re-
covered were of Southern Ahmarian affinities. The only two
assemblages from Southern Jordan, which first had been af-
filiated to the Levantine Aurignacian, were later found to be
Ahmarian in one and neither Ahmarian nor Levantine Au-
rignacian in the other case (COINMAN & HENRY 1995;
KERRY & HENRY 2003). So when we returned to the Wadi
Sabra, we expected the preliminary assessment of Sabra 4
on the basis of a few artefacts to be wrong. However, while
we collected finds at the site and made the first counts in
the field, we realised that the initial assessment had been
right and that Sabra 4- Palm View 1 fulfils almost all re-
quirements to be classified as a Levantine Aurignacian site.
There are not only numerous carinated pieces but also Du-

four bladelets and even Aurignacian blades and furthermore
the debitage is heavily flake oriented. During further field-
work we happened to discover numerous other findspots in
the vicinity of the site (see Fig. I-14 in chapter I) and if there
were characteristic pieces, they always pointed to an Auri-
gnacian affinity. The area around Palm View 1 is heavily dis-
sected by many minor erosional channels that formed nu-
merous spurs of wadi deposits. Limited numbers of artefacts
wete found in almost every smaller channel on these spurs,
sometimes still resting within the deposits. Only in one place
(Palm View 3), could the last remnants of a true 77 situ site
with a denser distribution of artefacts be excavated in one
of these spurs. At another location, close to a sandstone out-
crop, a third concentration of artefacts (Sabra 8 = Sabra
2010/6) was collected from a sediment remnant adjacent to
a smaller channel that had destroyed the central part of the
site. A few artefacts, which were still embedded within this
sediment-remnant, were at an absolute height below Palm
View 1 and Palm View 3. However, they were not strati-
graphically directly connected to these sites and obviously
deposited in a secondary position.

A comparison of these three assemblages to the Levan-
tine Aurignacian of the Northern Levant or the so-called
“flake based” assemblages in the Negev is not easily com-
pleted because most of the northern sites were excavated too
early and most of the southern sites are more or less deflated
surface collections (Fig. XIV-2). A recent study about the
Levantine Aurignacian (WILLIAMS 2003) includes some of
the more recently excavated assemblages from five sites in
the Northern Levant (Hayonim D — BELFER-COHEN &
BAR-YOSEF 1981; Nahal Ein Gev I — BELFER-COHEN et al.
2004; Fazael IX — GORING-MORRIS 1980a; 1980b; Kebara
units [V-I — WiLLIAMS 2003; Sefunim 8 — RONEN 1968;
1984) and the later UP levels XIII-IV from Ksar Akil
(WiLLIAMS 2003; WILLIAMS & BERGMAN 2011). Recently
published material from two additional sites in the north,
Ragefet (LENGYEL 2007) and Qafzeh (BAR-YOSEF &
BELFER-COHEN 2004) are also available, while the material
from the old excavations at El Wad and Kebara has to be
considered as being lost for detailed analysis. From the arid
Negev area, one additional iz situ assemblage (Ein Aqev —
MARKS 1976b; GILEAD 1981) as well as seven assemblages
from more or less deflated sites (Arqov/D22, D18, D27A,
SdeDivshon/D27B — MARKS & FERRING 1976; Gl11,
K9A — LARSON & MARKS 1977; Har Horesha I — BELFER-
COHEN & GORING-MORRIS 1986) are further available for
comparison. Finally, detailed data are available from the Syr-
ian site of Umm el-Tlel (PLOUX & SORIANO 2003).

While Williams™ analytic categories are different from
ours and prevent a direct comparison, his results are valid
and it is possible to decide which of our assemblages might
belong to which of Williams’ assemblage groups. He sepa-

rates the assemblages on the “complex/lineage” level into
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Fig. XIV-2 Main Levantine Aurignacian
sites.
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blade- and flake-based technologies and the latter (that cor-
respond roughly to the Levantine Aurignacian) on the in-
dustry level into three groups of assemblages or industries:

There are two flake based industries characterised by multi-
ple reduction strategies, which differ in the kind of
blade[let]s produced. His “Noncarinated Flake-Blade-
Scraper” industry, incorporating exclusively assemblages
from sites within the Mediterranean core area (or the “clas-
Levantine Aurignacian sensu GORING-MORRIS &
BELFER-COHEN 2000), is characterised by the production

-
S1C

of predominantly curved/straight blades, a low proportion
of bladelets and a high percentage of flake cores. Aurignacian
or scalar retouch is found on many blanks. On the contrary,
the other multiple reduction strategy group (“Carinated in-
dustry”) is characterised by the production of predominantly
twisted bladelets as secondary blanks from carinated burins,
often modified by inverse “Dufour” retouch. This group
comprises all southern “flake based” assemblages as well as
the assemblages from Ksar Akil stages 6 and 7. A third group

(“Noncarinated flake-burin” industry, “Lisanian”) charac-
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terised by a single reduction sequence producing flakes and
a burin on truncation-dominated toolkit includes only two
sites in the Jordan Valley, whose assemblages are interpreted
as a result of special activities carried out at those two sites.

While our assemblages do not exactly match either
group, most similarities can be found in general with the
“carinated industry”, including all Southern Levantine “flake
based” assemblages as well as the uppermost UP levels from
Ksar Akil. In detail, there are however some differences be-
tween our assemblages as a whole and the “carinated indus-
try” as well as differences in between our assemblages. First
of all, Palm View 3 and Mdamagh, lower layer have a clear
focus on “Dufour” bladelets, which in both assemblages rep-
resent a fairly standardised tool type being much more fre-
quent than all other tool classes. While the focus on “Du-
four” bladelets may be at least partially dependant on the 77
situ preservation of both sites, they both also display a pre-
ponderance of carinated endscrapers (“broad carinated
pieces” with symmetric flaking surface) over carinated burins
(“narrow carinated pieces” with asymmetric left-sided flaking
surface). While Palm View 3 has at least a few pieces with
Aurignacian retouch, they do not appear at Mdamagh, lower
level. As a whole, Mdamagh, lower level appears as a much
specialised assemblage with many armatures and only a very
few other tools, while Palm View 3 is the more balanced as-
semblage with a more “complete” toolkit, including “outils
communs” like endscrapers, burins, Aurignacian blades as
well as many armatures.

On the contrary, at the two other surface collected as-
semblages, retouched bladelets are not only less frequent
than at Palm View 3 and Mdamagh — this is most probably
due to preservation at Sabra 2010/6 and on a smaller scale
also at Palm View 1 — but they occur also as different types.
While there is (at least) only one single “Dufour” bladelet
fragment at Palm View 1, most of the retouched bladelets
appear as fragments of what might be best described as
small “variously retouched pointed bladelets” or El-Wad
point variants. At the same time, carinated burins and
asymmetric cores are much more frequent than carinated
endscrapers and symmetric cores at both sites.

Returning to the “carinated industry”, these two assem-
blages correspond technologically fairly well to what has
been described from the “flake based” assemblages from
the Negev, namely at Ein Aqev (MARKS 1976b). Typolog-
ically, however, they lack the “lateral carinated piece”/
“Paviland burin” (DINNIS 2008)/“pi¢ce de la Bertonne”
(LENOIR 1987) being rather frequent at Ein Aqgev. The per-
centage of retouched bladelets sensu lato is comparable, but
those from Ein Aqev seem to be much more varied and
less standardised than in Mdamagh, lower level and Palm
View 3 and they apparently do not include the small El-
Wad points found at Palm View 1, but at least a few “Du-
four” bladelets. If we look further north, to the only north-

ern site of the “carinated industry” at Ksar Akil, Palm View
1 and Sabra 2010/6 would correspond best to the phase 6
assemblages, characterised by twisted bladelet production
from predominantly carinated burins/asymmetric cores
and with small, often twisted EI-Wad point variants
(WiLLIAMS & BERGMAN 2011). Technological similarities
also can be found in comparison with the Aurignacian as-
semblages from Umm el-Tlel (production of twisted
bladelets most frequently from carinated burins and asym-
metric bladelet cores, but only sporadically from carinated
endscrapers). However, the typological range of retouched
bladelets in the Aurignacian levels of Umm el-Tlel is rather
varied (as at Ksar Akil phase 6) and seems not to include
similar twisted EI-Wad variants as found at Palm View 1
(PLoUX & SORIANO 2003).

According to WILLIAMS & BERGMAN (2011), the fol-
lowing phase 7 at Ksar Akil displays a more standardised
twisted bladelet production and an increase in twisted “Du-
four” bladelets, as well as a decrease of carinated burins, so
phase 7 would represent a fairly good technological match
for the assemblages from Palm View 3 and Mdamagh, al-
though carinated endscrapers and carinated burins are pres-
ent at Ksar Akil in approximately equal proportions. If the
counts from Tixier’s excavation at Ksar Akil (TIXIER & IN-
1ZAN 1981) are, however, considered, there is not a single
subhorizon which is typologically similarly dominated by
unilaterally inverse retouched bladelets as it is the case in
the assemblages of Palm View 3 and Mdamagh, lower level.
Similarly, all the described assemblages at Umm el-Tlel are
technologically and typologically different from those of
Palm View 3 and Mdamagh, lower: While the Aurignacian
twisted bladelet production is based at Umm el-Tlel on car-
inated burins, the bladelets from the so-called Ahmarian
levels are elongated, straight or curved and struck from nar-
row-fronted symmetric single-platform cores. Although dif-
ferent types of inversely retouched bladelets occur at Umm
el-Tlel, they do not represent the most frequent tool in any
of the Umm el-Tlel assemblages.

Thus, the later UP assemblages from the Petra area,
while having unambiguous Aurignacian characteristics
(multiple reduction strategies, cores on flakes, carinated
pieces, twisted “Dufour” bladelets, Aurignacian retouch) in
general, also exhibit a distinct local character in detail.
Given the rather short 50—60 km linear distance to the next
Aurignacian site cluster further northwest in the Negev, this
is at least worth being noted and rather unexpected.

XIV.4 AHMARIAN AND LEVANTINE AURIGNA-
CIAN — AN ENDLESS DISCUSSION®?

The short discussion about similarities and differences be-
tween the few better known Levantine Aurignacian assem-
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blages shows that things are probably much more compli-
cated than originally envisaged by Gilead and Marks during
the 1980s — an observation which is however neither new
(SCHYLE 1992) nor unexpected. While the simple di-
chotomy of blade based, point dominated Ahmarian and
flake based endscraper-burin dominated Aurignacian as-
semblages (GILEAD 1981) is still basically correct and is es-
sential for a first impression in the field, a closer look reveals
not only things somehow in between these two extremes,
but also a wide variability within these two basic categories
of assemblages. The simple model of an autochthonous
“Leptolithic lineage” and an intrusive Aurignacian becomes
the more dubious, the more the analysis progresses into de-
tails. First of all, the simple flake/blade relation is only of
limited value, as long as fragmentation is not taken into
consideration. In the future, this relation should be based
on complete and proximal blank fragments only; otherwise
blade frequency is inflated in heavily fragmented assem-
blages. Second, many of the apparently flake based assem-
blages have turned out to include an important bladelet/mi-
croblade component, represented by the carinated pieces
only, which in fact are bladelet cores, the bladelets them-
selves being lost by fragmentation (the small fragments
being subsequently classified as chips?) or by erosion and
thermic decay in most of the less well preserved assem-
blages. Third, blade dominated assemblages may display
unambiguous Aurignacian traits, as is the case with the as-
semblages from Ksar Akil phase 3, dominated by blades,
which however are very frequently twisted and were pro-
duced from asymmetric cores and large carinated burins,
in a way which is basically similar to the later twisted
bladelet production in phase 6 from almost exclusively car-
inated burins. While similar assemblages have not yet been
found in the southern Levant, they probably exist in layers
5 to 3 of rockshelter II at Yabroud and thus may represent
a regional phenomenon. Another Levantine Aurignacian
variant is represented by the “classic” (sensu Belfer-Cohen/
Goring-Morris) Levantine Aurignacian of the Mediter-
ranean core area (cf. Williams’ “Noncarinated Industry) at
Ksar Akil phase 5, Hayonim D, Kebara I-II, Sefunim 8 and
perhaps Yabroud II, layers 2 and 1, characterised by multi-
ple reduction strategies for large blades and small bladelets
from symmetric carinated nosed or shouldered endscrapers.
Finally, we have to face the fact that what was hitherto clas-
sified as Ahmarian in general has to be subdivided into at
least two, but probably even more different facies, the op-
posed platform parallel-sided core blade production facies
at Ksar Akil phase 2, Kebara III-1V, Qafzeh E/11-10 and
Ugagizli B-E (restricted to the North and/or earlier than
the Southern Ahmarian?) on the one hand and the “classic”
narrow-fronted, single-platform convergent blade([let] pro-
duction of the Southern Ahmarian, including Ksar Akil
phase 4 in the north, as well as perhaps the Ahmarian levels

of Umm el-Tlel. The latter however may be typologically
somewhat different from the “Southern” Ahmarian, as they
do not have El-Wad points, but only various different types
of retouched bladelets and thus are approaching what has
been labelled “Late Ahmarian” or Masraqan.

This rather confused and disparate situation just allows
for the conclusion that we will only be able to develop a
comprehensive idea of the Levantine UP development as a
whole, when we have established the respective local se-
quences where the clusters of UP sites have been found. At
present, it is quite clear that these local clusters of sites each
do not represent the whole development but are “unfinished
puzzles” still lacking more or less pieces. Only when these
“puzzles” have reached a “convenient degree of complete-
ness”, will it be possible to construct a pan-Levantine UP
framework out of the various local UP sequences.

XIV.5 ASPECTS OF DATING

While we collected charcoal samples from some of the UP
sites in the Petra area, none of them could be taken from
a well-defined context, such as a clearly identifiable fire-
place or another feature firmly connected to human activ-
ity, because all our (test!-)excavations were very restricted
in area and just scratched the archaeological deposits (Al-
Ansab 1) or recovered the very last remains of already
almost destroyed sites (Sabra 4-Palm View 3, Sabra 3-
South, Mdamagh).

Samples recovered under such circumstances are lim-
ited in significance, because it is not clear what exactly is
being dated. So we decided to not submit our samples to
prevent circulation of additional dates from ill-defined
contexts, because this is probably the reason why the over-
all situation of radiometric dating in the UP and EP of the
Levant is as confusing as it is (sce Appendix, pp. 390—
393). Very illustrative are the dates from the Wadi Jilat 6
(BYRD 1988), where only the uppermost phase could be
dated consistently by several samples, while the samples
from the lower phases clearly gave aberrant dates, partially
being even later than those from the upper phase. In this
case, stratigraphy tells us, that the dates from the lower
phases of the site must be aberrant. If samples from a single
component site are dated and give contradicting results, as
it is the case at the Abu Noshra sites, it is almost impossible
to decide which of them might tell us the true date of the
site. But even within stratigraphies, inconsistent series of
dates are difficult to interpret, particularly when the number
of disturbing factors is high and only partially understood.
These restrictions in mind, a discussion of the present state
of UP chronology in the Levant follows below.

‘The most recently dated sample series all come from the
Northern Levant, from the sites of Ksar Akil (DOUKA et al.
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Fig. XIV-3 Ksar Akil. Radiocarbon dates with standard deviations (SD) less than 5 % of the average value before calibration. Dates, cal-
ibrated with CalPalyy,;,,2007 in stratigraphic order. For selection of dates cf. footnote 1. Dates connected with a line represent multiple
results for one sample. Grey shading: approximate duration of the Laschamp-Mono event. Hatched: gaps in the sequence which might
represent the major rockfall episodes of the archaeologically sterile stony complexes 2 and 1.

TUP: Initial Upper Palaeolithic; LAA, LAB, LA C: Levantine Aurignacian A, B, C; Final UP: Final Upper Palaeolithic; H3, H4: Heinrich

event 3, 4

2013)!, Kebara (BAR-YOSEF et al. 1996; REBOLLO et al.
2011) and Ugagrzli (KUHN et al. 2009). All series are strati-
graphically more or less inconsistent, samples lower in
stratigraphy often giving later dates than the samples above.

Starting with the longest sequence, Ksar Akil, the chart
(Fig. XIV-3) essentially reveals three groups of dates.? The
oldest one may be separated into two (slightly overlapping)
subgroups, those dates with short standard deviations from

before (42—41 ka) and those with long standard deviations

1 Another series of radiocarbon dates from Ksar Akil samples was
published after completion of this manuscript (BOSCH et al.
2015). In contrast to the claims put forward there, the datings are
in similar stratigraphical disorder as those from the earlier series
(cf. particularly BOSCH et al. 2015, Fig. §2.2).

2 Dates with exceptionally large standard deviations, mainly from
the series made in Monaco (MC-411, MC-410, MC-1192, MC-
686-688, MC-679, MC-574-580) and another date made on a
retouched Glycymeris as well as those made on samples from
Columbella rustica shells have been excluded from the chart. The
Monaco series never has been adequately published and the five
dates on Columbella rustica shells (OxA-25655, OxA-X-2361-14,
OxA-X-2338-8, OxA-X-2342-57) from the most recent series of
data turned out to be outliers with only a single exception (OxA-
25652). The Glycymeris shell probably was already a fossil when
collected. For details of stratigraphy and interpretation of the Gly-
cymeris and Columbella mismatches cf. DOUKA et al. 2013.

Different dates for one sample have been connected by a line.
Furthermore, the dates have been calibrated according to the Cal-
Palpy,j,-curve and were not submitted to Bayesian statistics. The
latter are considered here to just artificially smooth inconsisten-
cies rather than explaining them, at least as long the reasons for
mismatching dates cannot proven as exclusively due to atmos-
pheric C-variation. The most recent dates from BOSCH et al.
2015 are not yet included.
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Fig. XIV-4 Ucagizli. Radiocarbon dates with standard deviation (SD) less than 2.5 % of the average value before calibration in strati-
graphic order. Dates calibrated with CalPalyy,;,2007. Grey shading: Laschamp-Mono event.

from within the Laschamp-Mono magnetic excursion
(41-36 ka). This group of dates as a whole is found from
stage 1 (Initial UP) until the lowest part of stage 4 (“Levan-
tine Aurignacian B”/Southern Ahmarian), but it most prob-
ably dates stages 1 to 2, although it is impossible to separate
the two by the dating results alone. It just might be specu-
lated that the pre-Laschamp-Mono event-dates perhaps re-
late to stage 1 and those within to stage 2 and perhaps also
stage 3. Since the stratigraphic hiatus of the “stony complex
117 separates stage 2 from stage 3, it is however tempting to
assume that this is reflected by the gap (35-38 ka) between
the earliest group of dates and the next one.

The second group of dates includes samples from stage
4 to stage 7. While the two latest dates in this group for stage
7 clearly reflect stratigraphy and do not overlap with the ear-
lier dates, the dates for stages 3 to 6 overlap largely and are
statistically almost identical. As a result, stage 3 (only one
date in the range of the first EUP group of dates) and stage
4 (two contradicting dates, one before and one after the stony
complex 2) should be still considered as being more or less
undated, while stages 5 and 6 are statistically of the same age

of between 35 to 33 ka. The last group of dates, although
comparatively consistent around 27 ka, dates the final UP
assemblages at Ksar Akil. These have been originally inter-
preted by TIXIER (1970) as representing a “Kébarien ancien”.
Today, they might be better compared to the “Masragan” as-
semblage from Ohalo, also considered to represent the final
Upper/Early Epi-Palacolithic of the Central Levant (INADEL
2003). However, Ohalo is well dated to between 22 and
24.5 ka (NADEL et al. 1995) and thus appears to be at least
2 ka later than Ksar Akil, level 3 of Tixier’s excavations.

The chart for Ugagizli cave (Fig. XIV-4) only includes
samples with standard-deviations of less than 2.5 % of the
average before calibration to focus on the IUP/EUP tran-
sition. These dates can be separated into two groups. The
older one (IUP?), including a single date from the EUP
levels, ranges from 44 to 40 ka, while the later one (EUP?)
ranges from 36 to 33.5 ka. With one exception each, the
IUP is thus dated to before the Laschamp-Mono event,
similar to Ksar Akil, while the EUP has a wider range of
dates than at Ksar Akil, well beyond the Laschamp-Mono
event until 33.5 ka. Furthermore, there seems to be a
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Fig. XIV-5 Ahmarian sites. Radiocarbon dates with standard deviations (SD) less than 5 % of the average value before calibration from
sites of the southern Levant. Dates calibrated with CalPalyy,;,2007. Grey shading: Laschamp-Mono event.
AN: Abu Noshra; QB: Qadesh Barnea; B BE III: Boker BE, level III; WHS: Ain al-Buhayra; EHLPP2: Thalab al-Buhayra

chronological gap at Ugagizli between 39 and 37 ka in
about the same position as the stony complex 2 at Ksar
Akil (from 38-36 ka).

If the dates from the southern Levant are considered
(Fig. XIV-5), we notice that the sites in Sinai date mostly
from within the Laschamp event. Another mismatch is
represented by the dates from the Abu Noshra sites, which
together should belong to the same, rather short timespan,
indicated by artefact refittings between Abu Noshra I and
IV and the almost identical character of the lithic artefacts.
New dates in progress (“very early” according to Phillips,
pers. comm. in 2012) will hopefully help to finally clarify
this mismatch. On the contrary, the remaining dates with
short standard deviations from the Negev point to a rather
late persistence of the Southern Ahmarian, but those with
standard deviations of >1 ka from Boker Tachtit (IUP) and
Boker A (Southern Ahmarian) seem to confirm the early
dates from Sinai. In Jordan, the available dates are similarly
late as those from Boker BE, but the presumably earlier ITUP

and EUP sites (Tor Sadaf and the sites from the Ras en-
Nagb basin) did not provide datable materials. In the south-
ern Levant, there is a gap as well, but between 36 and 34 ka
and thus at about the time of Ksar Akil stages 4-6.
However, the dating of Kebara does not fit either series
(Fig. XIV-6). The Early UP units III-IV cover the Mous-
terian deposits of unit V unconformably — an Inital UP de-
posit is missing. According to the analysis by WILLIAMS
(2003), the techno-typological features of units III-IV cor-
respond to Ksar Akil stage 2/Ucagizli B/C, respectively.
‘There are seven samples from units III-IV, four of them with
multiple dates with and without ABOX pretreatment. Apart
from one clearly aberrant very late date, all others date from
before the Laschamp event between roughly 47 and 41 ka,
thus being even somewhat older than the earliest dates for
the Initial UP (stage 1!) at Ksar Akil and Ugagizli and even
within the time range of the Mousterian dates (ca. 43 ka) at
Ksar Akil. Similarly, the dates for units I-1I (“Classic” Lev-
antine Aurignacian, cf. Ksar Akil stage 5) fall for the most
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Fig. XIV-6 Kebara. Radiocarbon dates with standard deviations (SD) less than 2.5 % of the average value before calibration in ap-
proximate stratigraphic order. Dates calibrated with CalPalyy,;,2007. Dates connected with a line represent multiple results for one

sample.

Tab. XIV-1 Radiocarbon dates. Dates

calibrated with CalPaly;,,2007. Kebara Ksar Akil Ugagizli  Southern Levant
End EUP 42,000 38/35,000 37,000 29,000

EUP Early Upper Palacolithic End IUP/Start EUP 47,500 40,750 41,000 42,500

IUP"Initial Upper Palacolithic End MP/Starc TUP 49,000 42,500 45000 (41,760 2,618)

MP  Middle Palaeolithic

part within the Laschamp event and span the time between
roughly 40 and 33 ka, well before the Ksar Akil stage 5 dates
at ca. 31.5-31 ka. This mismatch of the Kebara series is hard
to explain. First of all, both the recent Ksar Akil dates as well
as those from Kebara were determined in the same labora-
tory. While mainly charcoal samples were dated in Kebara
and Ugagzly, the recent Ksar Akil dates were made on shells.
In all three cases they do not deviate much from the dates
for samples of other materials at the same locale, so there is
no evidence that different materials dated might have caused
the differences. Furthermore, the new ABOX pretreatment

used at Kebara does not appear to produce radically different
dating results than the conventional ABA treatment. There
are differences, but on a much smaller scale than the differ-
ences between Kebara and the series from other locations.
Similarly insignificant are the differences in detail when the
dates are calibrated by the IntCal13 calibration curve instead
of the CalPalyy, curve, so the general discrepancy between
Kebara and the other series remains the same (Tab. XIV-1).

Now the results for the few radiometrically dated Lev-
antine Aurignacian sites (Fig. XIV-7) have to be considered.
Again, the majority of the series are stratigraphically incon-
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Fig. XIV-7 Levantine Aurignacian sites. Radiocarbon dates with standard deviations (SD) less than 5 % of the average value before cal-
ibration. Dates calibrated with CalPaly,,2007. Note repetition of dates for Kebara, units I-IT and Ksar Akil, stages 3-7.

sistent and except for two exceptions (Boker BE, layer [ and
Ein Aqev) they are all located in the Northern Levant. As
already pointed out, the majority of the dates for the “Clas-
sic” Levantine Aurignacian at Kebara fall within the
Laschamp event and are about 5 ka earlier than the dates
from the other sites. They agree well with the single date
from Ksar Akil stage 3, which is — according to Williams —
however a different kind of Aurignacian than that found at
Kebara, units I-II. Only three dates from Kebara are
within the range of the other sites, namely Ksar Akil stage
5 and Hayonim D. In both of these sites, the majority of
dates are between 35 and 30 ka, but in each series there
are a single or a few dates around 25 to 26 ka. The latest
dates (between 21.5 and 19 ka) were obtained at Hay-
onim, Fazael IX and Ein Aqev. While the existence of these
dates at all three sites as well as the (only!) stratigraphically
consistent series from Ein Agev seem to confirm each
other, this late dating overlaps considerably with the dates
for the Final Palacolithic Masragan and the Early Epipalae-
olithic Nebekian/Kebaran. Both industries have been

found hitherto exclusively in stratigraphic superposition of
the Aurignacian, raising some doubts about this very late
persistence of the Levantine Aurignacian.

As a whole, the number of dates for the Levantine
Aurignacian and related assemblages is still very poor and
new dates for samples from well-defined contexts are badly
needed to improve the presently rather flimsy knowledge
of the Levantine Aurignacian’s chronology.

Finally, the series from Raqefet Cave and Qafzeh have
to be mentioned. Samples from renewed test excavations
at Ragefet produced nine dates between 37.5 and 35 ka,
but the associated lithics were so few that they had to be
classified as “undetermined Early UP” (LENGYEL et al.
2006). The Qafzeh series with twelve dates between 35.5
and 31 ka was run recently on charcoal of Vandermeersch’s
excavations; but again the lithic material was not numerous
enough to give a more specific classification than Upper
Palaeolithic (BAR-YOSEF & BELFER-COHEN 2004).

From this desperate and confused state of absolute
chronology it just can be concluded that the existing data
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are still preliminary, and in fact, there are plenty of reasons
why radiometric dating before ca. 25 ka is as hazardous as
it appears: First of all, the method specifically suited for
conveniently exact radiometric dating during the period
between 25 and 60 ka has still to be invented. Lumines-
cence dating within this time range is not only still less exact
than archaeological or cross-stratigraphic dating but also
poses problems of sample association. OSL dates the last
exposure of quartz grains to sunlight, which must not nec-
essarily be related to the deposition of archaeological finds
enclosed by the sediments containing these quartz grains.
While being similarly (im)precise, the TL method dates the
burning of flint artefacts, but this can postdate their pro-
duction considerably. Both methods are clearly better suited
for older periods where archaeological dating becomes less
exact. On the contrary, the most commonly used radiocar-
bon method meets its lower limits in this time range. The
older the sample is, the more increasingly vulnerable it be-
comes to even the slightest contaminations with secondary
recent carbon. Furthermore, calibration of dates before
25,000 bp, while being necessary to compare radiocarbon
results to those of other dating methods, is still very impre-
cise because of the discrepancies of the various calibration
data sets available for this time range, even in spite of
ground-breaking improvements made during the last
decades (WENINGER & JORIS 2008; REIMER et al. 2013).
Additional problems are caused by the Laschamp-Mono
magnetic excursions, increasing the production of radiocar-
bon in the atmosphere by weakening the earth’s magnetic
shield against cosmic radiation in the time between roughly
36 and 41 ka. These events are probably responsible for the
largest wiggles in the calibration curve ever recorded and
thus cause extremely imprecise dating results after calibra-
tion within this period (GUILLOU et al. 2004; SINGER et al.
2009; MENABREAZ et al. 2011; NOWACZYK et al. 2012). The
statistic “smoothing” of the IntCall3 calibration curve
makes these wiggles disappear and pretends a degree of pre-
cision that is not justified.

Finally, the actual number of dates available for the
Levantine Upper Palaeolithic is still far from being satis-
factory and still too many of them were determined during
the 1970s and 1980s by the conventional method and
come with standard deviations of more than 1 ka before
calibration.

Notwithstanding all those restrictions, the current dis-
cussion about Modern Human origins and the fate of Ne-
anderthals heavily relies on radiocarbon dating and appar-
ently does not doubt its relevance in general while
comparing ages of stratigraphically unrelated assemblages.
Thus, at least some alternative hypothetic chronological sce-
narios may be offered for the Levantine UP.

One scenario starts from the assumption that the older

finite dates available for an assemblage are the most correct/

least contaminated ones, because contamination with
younger carbon would result in younger dates, while con-
tamination with older materials would make them infinite.
Under these premises, the early dates from Kebara would
have to be accepted. Consequently, all(!) other dates for
similar Near Eastern assemblages would have to be dis-
carded as being more or less contaminated minimum esti-
mations. This would result in a “long” chronology, within
which the subsequent stages of the Ksar Akil sequence can
be spread conveniently from stage 1 (not represented at Ke-
bara, but spanning the hiatus between the latest Mousterian
[49 ka] and earliest UP dates [47.5 ka], through stage 2
(47.5-40 ka, represented at Kebara by units IV-III) until
stage 5 (40-33 ka, represented at Kebara by units II-1). This
idea has been put forward by some scholars, assuming the
“blady” Ahmarian of Kebara unit III-IV at the origin of
the European Proto-Aurignacian (MELLARS 2006). As al-
ready stated by Williams, the Kebara unit III-IV assem-
blages closely resemble to those of stage 2 at Ksar Akil, while
the Southern Ahmarian assemblages or those from Ksar
Akil stages 3 or 4 might at best be those being the most
similar to the European Proto-Aurignacian. In light of the
Kebara dates, both the Southern Ahmarian sites and Ksar
Akil stage 3/4 however have to be considered as stratigraph-
ically later than the stage 2 assemblages, and would have to
be chronologically squeezed in between units III-IV and
II-1 of Kebara at somewhere around 40 ka, thus beginning
clearly later than the European Proto-Aurignacian. A similar
conclusion was recently reached by KADOWAKI et al. (2015).

Furthermore, this scenario would imply an extremely
long duration of both the Ahmarian and the Aurignacian,
the latter even overlapping with the Levantine Early Epi-
palaceolithic.

The alternative scenario (or “short” chronology) would
discard the dates of Kebara (perhaps being largely contam-
inated with older Mousterian charcoal) and accept more or
less all other dates, while assuming a low precision of single
dates in general, being caused by one or several of the var-
ious possible reasons summarised above. This would result
in a similar model as was recently proposed (DOUKA et al.
2013), however without Bayesian modelling and somewhat
different in detail (see above), particularly in assessing the
“stony complexes”. Although the dates in this alternative
are spread over a shorter timespan, they allow for a separa-
tion of the later UP from the earlier stages 1 and 2 with
gaps in the sequence probably representing stony com-
plexes. However, according to our interpretation, these nei-
ther exactly fit the Heinrich 3 event nor the LGM. It is not
possible to separate Ksar Akil stage 1 from stage 2 by ra-
diometric dates: Both share essentially the same wide range
of dates between 42 and 36 ka without reflection of their
respective stratigraphic positions — for whatever reason.
This alternative also does not help to answer the question
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whether the Southern Ahmarian is a chronological phase
(as indicated by the stratigraphic position and radiometric
dating of Ksar Akil phase 4) or a regional phenomenon (as
might be concluded from the old radiometric dates of the
Southern Ahmarian in Sinai, paralleling Ksar Akil stage 2)
or both (assuming that the Southern Ahmarian was initially
confined to the southern Levant and only later also ex-
tended towards the North). The “Classic” Levantine
Aurignacian would appear rather late in the Levant (after
35 ka), however with a potential earlier appearance in the
North represented by the “Aurignacoid” features of Ksar
Akil stage 3, unsatisfactorily dated within the Laschamp-
Mono event by a single sample only. Similarly, the end of
the Levantine Aurignacian is rather unclear. Ein Aqev so
far presents the only evidence for a very late persistence of
the Levantine Aurignacian well into the LGM, although
there is a big gap between these late dates around 21-20 ka
and those from Ksar Akil stage 5 and Hayonim between
35 and 30 ka.

A wise conclusion would be to return to a convenient
degree of humbleness concerning the limits of human abil-
ities and technology in general and to accept that radiocar-
bon dating of samples prior to ca. 25 ka even at the present
state of progress still is hazardous; therefore all dates within
that time range should be considered as very approximate
estimations within at least a 26 standard deviation.

XIV.6 ASPECTS OF SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

As might be concluded from the observations outlined
above, there is not much to be contributed to the settle-
ment pattern models outlined by MARKS & FREIDEL
(1977) for the Negev or by HENRY (1994) for the Ras en-
Nagb area. The latter model of seasonal moves between the
higher and the lower parts of the area might be valid also
for the Petra area. Only in the case of the Final Aurignacian
do we have two sites of definitely the same industry, one
in a lower (Palm View 3) and one in a higher position
(Mdamagh). Differences in tool class frequency and pres-
ence at the two sites indicate that Palm View 3 in the lower
position possesses the more balanced tool-kit, including
the complete range of UP tool classes, while Mdamagh is
dominated almost completely by a few carinated endscrap-
ers and countless Dufour bladelets. The latter were almost
all broken at Palm View 3, many more were complete at
Mdamagh. A functional interpretation would see Palm
View 3 as a site where a number of activities took place,
among them the replacement of projectile armatures, while
Mdamagh would be interpreted as a place, where these ar-
matures might have been produced. Close in time to the
LGM one would assume snow in the higher elevations
during winter, while the lower elevations might still have

been quite hot and dry in winter. Thus, Mdamagh might
represent a (repeated, short term?) summer and Palm View
3 a (long-term?) winter occupation — but at present this is
pure speculation. Perhaps the analysis of the rich faunal re-
mains from Mdamagh will shed some light on this matter.
"The excavated area at both sites was restricted and we thus
do not know whether the recovered assemblages are repre-
sentative of the sites as a whole or not.

XIV.7 THE ADVENT OF MODERN HUMANS
AND THE “LEVANTINE CORRIDOR”

Our own fieldwork did not result in finds particularly rel-
evant to the current ideas about the expansion of modern
humans out of Africa into Central and Western Europe.
However, some remarks from a “Near Eastern” point of
view on the present discussion may be allowed.

It seems to be a consensus at present that the first mod-
ern humans developed in Eastern Africa at about 200 ka
ago (MCDOUGALL et al. 2005). Even at this “point of de-
parture” it has to be stressed that the Great Rift area in
Eastern Africa is the only region, where fossil bearing sed-
iments of this age are accessible today — other parts of
Africa, or even of the Old World as a whole, might have
contributed to the development of modern humans in a
similar way but simply have not preserved accessible sedi-
ments of the periods in question or are much less well
known yet. The present state of knowledge thus might have
to be updated soon in case of any new fossil discoveries
from other areas, particularly from the less well known Far
East or the Indian subcontinent (cf. L1U et al. 2010; DEME-
TER et al. 2012).

From Eastern Africa, two (or perhaps even three) po-
tential routes towards Europe and Asia are under discus-
sion: While there is little evidence for a Modern Human
dispersal along the “Western trajectory” through the Sahara
and the Gibraltar strait , the “Levantine corridor” (BALTER
2011) and particularly the “Southern Route” from the
Horn of Africa along the southern coast of the Arabian
Peninsula across Iran and India towards Central Asia have
received most attention recently (LAHR & FOLEY 1994;
Luis et al. 2004; ROSE 2004; PETRAGLIA et al. 2010;
GROUCUTT & PETRAGLIA 2012).

The “Levantine corridor” plays an important role be-
cause it is here that the first modern human fossils were
found out of Africa at the sites of Skhul (McCowN &
KEITH 1939) and Qafzeh (VANDERMEERSCH 1981), both
(in detail controversially) dated to about 80 to 100 ka
(TRINKAUS 1995). For the next 60 to 40 ka, the Modern
Human record is silent in the Levant — no substantial
Modern Human fossils have been found until “Egbert”, a

modern human juvenile skeleton excavated long ago at
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Ksar Akil (STRINGER & BERGMAN 1989) and recently
dated to about 40 ka (DOUKA et al. 2013). For the sake of
completion it has to be stressed that these first Modern
Humans outside of Africa are also the first reliably dated
human fossils in the Levant at all — virtually nothing is
known about the afliliation of the Levantine human pop-
ulation before (but see FREIDLINE et al. 2012).

After the first Modern Humans, Neanderthals appeared
in the Levant, testified by several burials, all (sometimes also
controversially) dated to about 60 to 40 ka from Amud
(Suzukt & Takal 1970; OHNUMA 1988b; RaK et al. 1994;
HOVERS et al. 2000), Kebara (TILLIER et al. 2003), Tabun
(JELINEK 1982; STEFAN & TRINKAUS 1998; SIMPSON et al.
1998; GRUN et al. 1991), Dederiyeh (AKAZAWA et al. 1995)
and Shanidar (TRINKAUS 1983). The only Neanderthal
finds that might date earlier are those from Tabun, but their
stratigraphic position and dating are much debated and
probably never will be finally known.

Seen from the fossil record, there is consequently a gap
between the advent of the first Modern Humans and the
Neanderthals of about 20 ka during which we do not have
any human fossils. As a result, we presently still do not
know whether
— Archaic Modern Humans became extinct in the Levant
at 80 ka and subsequently were replaced by Neanderthals
at 60 ka, the latter being replaced, expelled or assimilated
again by a second “immigrant wave” of fully modern hu-
mans around 40 ka, or
— Archaic Modern Humans and Neanderthals lived side
by side in the Levant between 80 and 60 ka, probably even
producing fertile offspring, until the second “immigrant
wave” of fully modern humans that either expelled them
and/or assimilated both of them.

Many variants of the above cited scenarios are to be found
in the scientific discussion, each of them being supported by
more or less convincing evidence (Hiscock 2013).

Again, a general reluctance is necessary towards the fre-
quently advanced “immigration wave” models: Early hu-
mans were mobile hunter-gatherers, following their volatile
food resources as optimal as possible. Little is known about
population density and territoriality of these early humans
but it is hard to imagine a “wave” of larger groups of early
humans of any kind consciously “heading towards new
hunting grounds”. Instead, there will have been a highly
variable and more or less sporadic “chaotic” exchange of
very small bands of people between Africa and the rest of
the Old World, once the first humans had passed the
threshold between Africa and the surrounding areas for the
first time. Some of these bands might have been successful
in the new environments, others might have become ex-
tinct and others might have made the way back again.
Whether these movements were always linked to serious

environmental changes or occurred more or less acciden-

tally through time is not to be decided at present while the
body of data is as scarce and accidental as it is (for a sum-
mary, references and criticism of simplistic models see
BoIVIN et al. 2013).

The situation becomes even cloudier when archaeolog-
ical evidence is considered in addition. Other than one
might expect, the remains left by Archaic Modern Humans
and Neanderthals in the Levant are more or less the same:
Both bury their dead within their occupation sites and both
produce essentially the same lithic “Levantine Levallois-
Mousterian” artefacts. Indeed it required a good deal of so-
phisticated analytic procedures to define any difference at
all between the respective Levallois-Mousterian assemblages
from Tabun layers D, C and B (CULLEY et al. 2013; for a
recent general criticism of the interpretation of Middle
Palaeolithic lithic industries or “NASTIES”, see SHEA 2014).
As a result, it is considered to be at least hazardous to link
different lithic “styles” or reduction strategies with different
human subspecies. In addition, the change from Middle
Palaeolithic Archaic Human’s to Upper Palaeolithic Modern
Human’s reduction strategies around 45 ka seems to have
occurred in the Levant rather continuously without easily
recognisable breaks in a way that archaeologists neither
agree about the character of the respective period nor the
exact position of the break: The same respective set of as-
semblages is referred to once as “Transitional” by some, and
as “Initial Upper Palacolithic” by others (for a lengthy dis-
cussion of the “transitional” assemblages cf. SHEA 2008).
Without associated human fossils, archacologists are simply
unable to recognise the human subspecies that produced
the lithic artefacts found in a site.

The same is true for Africa, where different Middle
Stone Age industries — made by the presumably(!) one and
only African human subspecies since 200 ka, Modern Hu-
mans — might have single characteristics similar to either
the European Middle, “Transitional” or Upper Palacolithic
industries (for a recent discussion see MORONI et al. 2013).

In Europe, the situation is only slightly different: Ne-
anderthal fossils have been found associated to Middle
Palaeolithic industries as well as to the Chatelperronian, a
Western European “transitional” industry (HUBLIN et al.
2012). However, the association of Neanderthals to the
Chatelperronian was found only once and this particular
case has been repeatedly questioned for different reasons
(BAR-YOSEF & BORDES 2010). Another (Mediterranean)
“transitional” lithic industry, the Uluzzian, has been claimed
to be associated with Modern Humans (BENAZZI et al.
2011) — but this time the claim is again dependent on the
diagnostic relevance of a single deciduous tooth’s morphol-
ogy (for critique see ZILHAO 2013). All other European
“transitional” industries have not been found associated to
any human fossil and it is the Early Upper Palaeolithic (Eu-
ropean) Aurignacian that is the first industry unequivocally
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associated to Modern Man (HUBLIN 2013). From all of
this, it may be concluded that in Europe the Middle Palae-
olithic is associated to Neanderthals and the Upper Palae-
olithic to Modern Humans; the makers of the “transitional”
industries however (perhaps!) might have been Nean-
derthals in the case of the Chatelperronian and Modern
Humans in the case of the Uluzzian.

A third line of argumentation is presented by recent
genetic research, i.e. either comparing fossil DNA from
Neanderthal and Early Modern Human fossils or tracing
mitochondrial DNA from recent populations to their an-
cestors. While genetics is generally considered to be an
“exact” natural science producing unequivocal evidence,
the latter still needs interpretation in the same way as the
evidence brought to light by an archaeological excavation.
Consequently, there is as much disagreement about the in-
terpretation of genetic evidence as there is about the evi-
dence from archaeological excavations. While the results
of the “classic” anthropology originally left place for two
alternative hypotheses, the “Out of Africa II” model of an
independent unilinear Modern Human development
(STRINGER & ANDREWS 1988) and the “multiregional”
model (WOLPOFF et al. 1984), nowadays a kind of “com-
promise” between the two alternatives is more or less com-
mon sense, allowing at least some gene flow between Ne-
anderthals and Modern Humans (VEERAMAH & HAMMER
2014). The fact that modern Europeans’ DNA has been
found to display a higher degree of similarity with Nean-
derthal DNA than modern Africans’ or Eastern Asians’
DNA has been interpreted in a way that gene flow between
Neanderthals and Moderns might have taken place at an
early time (ca. 60 ka) in the Near East. However, other ex-
planatory scenarios, like the heritage of the similarities
from a common ancestor, have not been completely ex-
cluded by the geneticists (GREEN et al. 2010).

As a result, an ongoing discussion among (predomi-
nantly European) prehistorians has developed about the
origins of the European Upper Palacolithic and whether
and where Neanderthals and Modern Humans might have
met and interacted to each other or not, often focusing
solely on the radiometric dating of particular European
Final Middle Palacolithic, Transitional and Early Upper
Palacolithic assemblages or sites (to cite only a few more
recent examples cf. GRAVINA et al. 2005; ZILHAO et al.
2007; HIGHAM et al. 2010; ZILHAO 2013). Since the haz-
ards of radiometric dating in the relevant time range was
already widely addressed above, I would like to stress that
while there is no case where Neanderthal fossils are found
either stratigraphically above or unequivocally associated

to those of Modern Humans in the same site, any claims
of an encounter scenario have to be considered neither to
be excluded nor confirmed.

This is similarly so concerning the potential routes
Modern Humans might have followed on the way out of
Africa. While the “Levantine corridor” is at least attested
by fossils of Archaic Modern Humans, the so-called
“Southern” route along the coasts of Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
Qatar and Iran was entirely hypothetical (LAHR & FOLEY
1994), because the area was more or less devoid of any
Palacolithic sites until recently. Most recent research has
changed this situation partially and immediately this
hypothesis has gained more and more attention (BEYIN
2006; ARMITAGE et al. 2011; OPPENHEIMER 2012; ATKIN-
SON et al. 2013; ROSE et al. 2013). However, while human
fossils still have to be found there, the argumentation for
the priority of this route is based solely on very general
similarities in lithic reduction sequences (“Nubian cores”)
between African industries and finds from Oman dated to
around 130-100 ka. Surviving the extreme draught of the
last glacial in the refugial areas of the western and southern
mountains of the Arabian Peninsula, this particular African
(= Modern Human) “Nubian” core reduction strategy is
thought to have reached the southern Levant during the
Transitional/Initial Upper Palacolithic as evidenced by core
reconstructions at Boker Tachtit in the Central Negev
(ROSE et al. 2013). Waiting for this hypothesis to be con-
firmed or refuted by human fossils, a northern route cross-
ing the Nile and proceeding along Sinai is similarly hypo-
thetical. One reason for this is certainly the Sinai Peninsula
still being archaeologically almost unknown for the time
before the Upper Palaeolithic. While Egypt along the Nile
valley is rather rich in Middle Palacolithic sites, no unequiv-
ocal “transitional” industries have been found there so far.
The Egyptian Early Upper Palacolithic sites finally are ex-
clusively raw material quarries along the Nile valley (VER-
MEERSCH et al. 1984) and thus difficult to compare to the
Levantine Initial and Early Upper Palacolithic habitation
sites, even without considering the differences in analytic
categories and procedures used by different research tradi-
tions being active in the two areas (VERMEERSCH 2001).

From all this it might be concluded that neither the
way of Modern Humans into the Levant nor the origins
of the European Upper Palacolithic are presently under-
stood at all. Only substantial future fieldwork, covering the
vast areas of Sinai, the Arabian Peninsula and Turkey,
where the local Palacolithic sequences are at best only ini-
tially known presently, will stepwise contribute to an un-
derstanding of the roots of the present day populations.
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